NOTE

t

It did not seem advisable in this volume to indicate my
references in footnotes on every page; but I give below a
list of the principal works which I have made use of. I
would emphasize my great debt to Mr. Buckle, whose Life
contains most of the documents cited; to M. Elie Halevy,
whose Histoire du Peuple Anglais au XIXe Siecle provides so
admirable an introduction to the study of English political
life; to M. Gabriel Hanotaux, who helped me greatly in
grasping the difficulties of the Congress of Berlin; and to
Mr. Desmond MacCarthy, who put me on the track of
valuable and revealing anecdotes.

I allowed myself, following the example of English
historians, to regard as autobiographical the story of the
schoolboy battle which figures both in Vivian Grey and in
Contarini Fleming.

I have made every effort to be fair to Peel and to
Gladstone, but I should advise any reader who may want a
picture of the latter undistorted by the Disraelian lens to
read Morley's Life of Gladstone, and the admirable portrait
sketched by Lytton Strachey in his essay on General Gordon.
He will find that critics and admirers alike, if their inten-
tions are sincere, are at one in discovering the same traits
in their subject.
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